




distributing it and/or by referring them to, or utilizing materials from, recognized central 



events, excursions, and other activities, prior to the program. Monitor possible 
changes in country conditions. Provide information about changes and advise 
participants and their parents/guardians/families as needed. 

I. Hire vendors and contractors (e.g. travel and tour agents) that have provided 
reputable services in the country in which the program takes place. Advise such 
vendors and contractors of the program sponsor's expectations with respect to their 
role in the health and safety of participants. 

J. Conduct appropriate inquiry regarding available medical and professional 



E. Cannot assume responsibility for actions or for events that are not part of the 
program, nor for those that are beyond the control of the sponsor and its 
subcontractors, or for situations that may arise due to the failure of a participant to 
disclose pertinent information. 

F. Cannot assure that home-country cultural values and norms will apply in the 
host country. 

2. Responsibilities of Participants 

In study abroad, as in other settings, participants can have a major impact on their own 
health and safety through the decisions they make before and during their program and by 
their day-to-day choices and behaviors. 

Participants should: 

A. Assume responsibility for all the elements necessary for their personal 
preparation for the program and participate fully in orientations. 



concerns to the program staff or other appropriate individuals before and/or during 
the program. 

I. Accept responsibility for their own decisions and actions. 

J. Obey host-country laws. 

K. Behave in a manner that is respectful of the rights and well being of others, and 
encourage others to behave in a similar manner. 

L. Avoid illegal drugs and excessive or irresponsible consumption of alcohol. 

M. Follow the program policies for keeping program staff informed of their 
whereabouts and well being. 

N. Become familiar with the procedures for obtaining emergency health and legal 
system services in the host county. 

3. Recommendations to Parents/Guardians/Families 

In study abroad, as in other settings, parents, guardians, and families can play an   
important role in the health and safety of participants by helping them make decisions 
and by influencing their behavior overseas. 

Parents/guardians/families should: 

A. Be informed about and involved in the decision of the participant to enroll in a 
particular program. 

B. Obtain and carefully evaluate participant program materials, as well as related 
health, safety, and security information. 

C. Discuss with the participant any of his/her travel plans and activities that may be 
independent of the study abroad program. 

D. Engage the participant in a thorough discussion of safety and behavior issues, 
insurance needs, and emergency procedures related to living abroad. 

E. Be responsive to requests from the program sponsor for information regarding 
the participant. 

F. Keep in touch with the participant. 

G. Be aware that the participant rather than the program may most appropriately 
provide some information. 




