














On the first day of my internship at the Hammersmith & 
Fulham Law Centre in London, I think my knees were actually 





















Freshman in Florence, 
Sophomore in New 
York. It Works!

Three Semesters 
Abroad – Why Not?

By Christie Alfaro, Assistant Director, Marist Italy
 Laura Zuelch, Coordinator, Marist Italy

By Anneliese Saltarelli – Italy, Spain, Cuba

For some graduating high school students, 
Florence beckons. The language, the 
thought of cappuccino on a piazza to 
start the day, the lure of the boot-shaped 
country, the desire to see the land of their 
grandparents or great grandparents . . .

 
But freshman year? The whole year? Will I 
feel out of it when I return to Marist in New 
York? Will it be harder to make friends? 

Fair questions, all, and we believe the 
answers are yes and yes (if you seek 
the adventure of a year abroad) and 
then no and no. We might not always 
have answered no and no to the last two 
questions, but two wonderful programs 
at Marist are easing re-entry for students 
taking advantage of our prestigious 
Freshman Florence Experience (FFE). One 
is our FFE Mentors Program, and the other 
is the FFE Alumni Network. 

Students studying abroad their freshman 
year grow so much as people and 
students that we are inspired by the 
confidence	they	gain	as	they	success		thrin		tb 	tmng 		p	tht] 	ti		as				tngxi	tnb		they			tn	











“ The purpose of life is to live it, to taste 
 experience to the utmost, to reach out 
 eagerly and without fear for newer and 
 richer experience.”

   Eleanor Roosevelt


